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Los Angeles isn&#39;t planned; it just happens. Right? Not so fast! Despite the city&#39;s

reputation for spontaneous evolution, a deliberate planning process shapes the way Los Angeles

looks and lives. Editor David C. Sloane has enlisted more than 35 essayists for a lively, richly

illustrated view of this vibrant metropolis. Together they cover the influences and outcomes of

planning for a diverse population, regulating land use and providing transportation in a sprawling

city, protecting green space, and supporting economic development. Planning Los Angeles

launches a new series from APA Planners Press. Each year Planners Press will bring out a new

study on a major American city. Natives, newcomers, and out-of-towners will get insiders&#39;

views of today&#39;s hot-button issues and a new way of seeing the patterns and perils of urban

evolution.
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It's a massively interesting, 5-star book in terms of content. But APA Press has no idea how to print

anything readable. The font is sans serif, meant for a brochure or a computer screen, not a

300-page book. Making matters worse, the type is also surprisingly faint and small. A non-serif font

printed in small, faint type means this book is surprisingly hard to read. (I tested this out with my

partner. He handed the book immediately back to me and told me trying to read the print made him

feel dizzy.) The worst part is APA refuses to make this book series available in e-book format. (It's

the same thing--and the same awful font--with the next book in the series, Planning Chicago, which



was an unnecessary chore to read, as well.) Style over substance is obnoxious when you're paying

thirty bucks for a paperback. It's 2015. E-book format is not optional anymore. All in all, just a

needlessly obnoxious experience of a good book.

Book arrived on time and as advertised. Our City's Planning Division staff intends to use it as a

reference in our department library.
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